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This guide has been created to help customers understand when a building 
permit is required and what factors to take into consideration before proceeding 
with work. 

Permits are required for the construction, alteration, addition or change in 
occupancy of any building or structure or for work that involves any electrical, 
gas, mechanical or plumbing system. An application must be made to the 
Building Official and a permit must be issued before any work may commence. 

- BUILDING PERMIT REQUIRED

- BUILDING AND/OR STRUCTURES 
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Any construction, alteration, addition or change in the occupancy of a structure

• Construction, alteration or replacement of any exterior walls

• Replacement or repair of structural components (e.g., beams, joists, trusses, roof sheathing)

• Alteration or replacement of interior load bearing or non-load bearing walls

• Construction of a raised deck on residential property and all decks on commercial property
• Enclosure of existing carports, porches or screen rooms
• Replacement of soffits and/or exterior wall coverings (25 percent or more of existing soffits)

• Repair or replacement of any stairs or guardrails (including stairlifts)

• Replacement of windows, doors, garage doors, skylights or alterations to exterior
wall openings

• Installation or repair of docks, boat lifts, seawalls or bulkheads
• Removal or replacement of drywall (three (3) sheets or more)

• Motorized or electric-powered gates

Any work pertaining to 

• Repairs due to fire • Stucco over wood framing

• Hurricane shutters • Tiki huts

• Mobile/manufactured home installation or • Storage or utility sheds*
accessory site-built structures

• Masonry and engineered Styrofoam
*Exception: plastic or rubber storage containers less than
7-feet tall and less than 65-square feet (will need to meet any
applicable setback requirements).components

- ELECTRICAL, GAS, MECHANICAL AND/OR PLUMBING SYSTEMS

Alteration, addition or removal of electrical, air conditioning or plumbing systems
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